
 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

 

As we begin another New Year I would like you to step 

back a month when we began the new church year. 

Author Walter Wangerin, Jr. gives a memory device for 

looking at the seasons of the church year. He calls it the 

ACE-LEAP. And here’s how it goes –  

 

A for Advent, the prologue, during which our 

excitement, our interest and expectations increase: 

“Who’s coming?  Why is he coming?  To what 

purpose?” The Hero isn’t on stage yet, but our 

anticipation increases.   

 

C for Christmas, act one, the entrance of the Hero onto 

the stage and into our lives. Oh, what a delight at the 

beginning of this drama, what love and goodness.   

 

E for Epiphany, act two, the presentation of the Hero 

through his actions and the development of our 

knowledge. This is Jesus, the King of Jews and 

Gentiles, the Son of God, one who performs miracles 

for the sake of the people, for their health, safety and 

atonement.   

 

L for Lent, act three, when the Hero actually engages in 

the terrible, elemental struggle for the salvation of all 
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people. Satan tempts Jesus; as Jesus fights sin; he fights 

death; with the climax of the story during Holy Week, 

his suffering and his death.  

 

E for Easter, act four, the holy resolution of the play – 

and we are raised once more to an indestructible joy!   

 

A for Ascension, act five, when all is brought to the 

powerful conclusion that the Hero, now returning to his 

glory forever, goes to sit at the right hand of God in 

power for the sake of the whole world.  

 

P for Pentecost, the long epilogue, when all that the 

Hero has done now returns upon us, through the 

presence and the person of the Holy Spirit. And we, the 

church, are both commissioned and empowered to carry 

this sacred story, the good news of Jesus Christ, 

throughout the world to every person. We are now the 

body of Christ, evident upon the earth.   

 

ACE-LEAP. Perhaps this memory device will help you 

remember the seasons of the church year, and all that 

God has done for us.   

 

Love in Christ,  

 
Pastor Mark 
 

  



January Worship Schedule 
Sundays in January 

  8:00 a.m. Prayer time in the Parish Hall  

  8:30 a.m.  Confirmation in the parsonage  

  8:45 a.m.  Sunday School  

  9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study in the Parish Hall 

  9:15 a.m.  Choir will practice & sing at Worship  

    (check bulletin or online calendar for dates) 

10:00 a.m.  Worship 
11:15 a.m. Luther League (check bulletin or online calendar for 

dates) 
 

January 14 Now the Feast and Celebration 
 

Wednesdays in January 

 9:00 a.m. WELCA Mission Sewing at the Parish Hall with  

  potluck lunch (beginning January 10
th

 everyone is  

  invited to help) 

 7:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study in church lower level 

 

Congregation Council and 

Church Finance Notes 
The Congregation Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, January 

18, 2018. Minutes to the Council meetings are posted on the bulletin 

board in the church narthex (entryway). The November council 

meeting minutes follow the financials below.  

 

Financials: (through December 20, 2017) 

Giving $226,224.21 

Expense $189,738.20 

Mission Support $22,295.23 

Net Income $14,190.78 

 

 

You are encouraged to attend any of our church committees’ 

meetings. Even better would be to join one of our committees. All 

committees meet in the lower level of the church unless otherwise 

stated.  

  



Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Congregational Council Meeting 

November 16, 2017 

 

Present:  Wayne Woline, Ray Meth, Stacy Speidel, Johanna 

Crawford, Wayne Rodgers, Alex Peterson, Pastor Mark, Lisa Kempf 

and Maribelle Lund. 

Absent:  Julie Ostby, Karl Krueger, Glenn Graf and Sherry Honts 

Host for the evening was Stacy Speidel.  

 

I. Devotions.  Stacy opened the meeting by a reading based on 

Stewardship and from 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 – Cheerful Giver. 

 

II. Financials, Budget, Minutes, Pastor’s Report 

The financial reports as presented by the Treasurer and Financial 

Secretary were reviewed and discussed.   Motion made by Maribelle 

and seconded by Ray to approve the financials as printed.  Motion 

carried.   

Memorial Secretary is Rose Lauer.  Pastor stated Rose would like to 

improve the process of keeping track of memorial money.  He also 

reported there is approximately $3,000.00 of designated funds.  It was 

also reported that ½ of the funds for Parish Hall kitchen remodel will 

come from memorial fund and the other ½ from Parish Improvement 

funds.  Ray moved and Wayne R. seconded that we accept the 

memorial secretary report. 

The minutes of the October 19 Council meeting were distributed and 

reviewed.  Ray made a motion to accept the minutes and seconded by 

Stacy.  Motion carried. 

Pastor distributed his report.  He reviewed his activities for the month 

and addressed questions.  It was moved by Lisa and seconded by 

Wayne R. that Pastor’s report be accepted.  Motion carried. 

 

III. Committee Reports and Recommendations 

A. Audit Committee – none until January. 

B. Cemetery – Pastor said Karl had told him that this committee 

was going to meet on Monday, November 20 at 4:30 for yearly walk 

through of cemetery to review stones, driveway, etc. 

C. Christian Education and Youth – Christmas program will be 

held December 17 and it was reported that a large group of kids are 

involved.  It was mentioned that maybe a spring program should be 



held or that the Sunday School kids should sing each month to keep 

all of them coming.  Pastor reported that the early sign up deadline for 

Youth Gathering to be held in Houston on June 27-July 1 was coming 

up and that 4 youth have committed and were registered before that 

deadline.  There will also be 2 adults going (1 woman, 1 man). 

D. Evangelism – reviewed minutes from 11/6 meeting; next 

meeting will be December 4 at 5:30.  Church attendance, drinks in the 

sanctuary and appropriate dress were also discussed but no action 

taken on any of these matters. 

E. Finance – setting up a meeting in coming weeks per email 

from Glenn received 11/14.  Maybe a meeting on Monday, 11/20. 

F. Mutual Ministry – Pastor reported Karl is working on setting 

up interviews with employees.  Pastor also reported that this 

committee is not really the committee to recommend pay raises. 

G. Nominating – It was reported that this committee has meet 

once and will be meeting again.  Pastor reported that Sherry Honts 

will be resigning her spot on the council (1 year left) and Pastor will 

let nominating committee know this.  Glenn mentioned in 11/14 email 

the possibility of resigning his spot but Pastor would like to try to talk 

him in to staying on.  It was suggested that maybe this committee 

needs to meet sooner to allow people they ask to serve on council to 

have time to think about it.  

H. Property/Parish Improvement: 

 1. Ray reported he took care of replacing the door handle 

at Parish Hall and purchased an extra one to have on hand.  It was 

also reported that the gutters on the southwest side of the Parish Hall 

were cleaned out. 

 2. Ray reported that the kitchen was pretty much done, 

just a couple of details to get done.  The final bill from contractor was 

not as much as anticipated but the bill from electrician was more and 

that the bills from plumber and floor guy were not as much as 

anticipated.   

 3. The quartz countertop on serving counter was paid by 

donation and it is believed that the quartz countertop on center island 

was to be paid by memorial funds. 

 4. The new refrigerator was paid for by $2,500.00 

donation and the remaining balance with other funds.  Pastor reported 

that Monte received the bill and has paid it. 

 5. Dishwasher was all set up except for dispensers that 

did not come with it.  These will be purchased.  Tom Wenstrand will 

being setting up a time for a demonstration. 



 6. Electricity.  Maribelle asked about electricity as 

circuits were blowing.  Ray said this issue has been fixed. 

 7. Range hood.  Tom Wenstrand was going to make one 

but is not now.  A place in Burlington is now making it. 

 8. The ramp and exposed plywood at Parish Hall should 

be getting done soon by Jeff Gipple and then dirt can be brought in. 

I. Social Ministry – met 11/16 at 5:30.  They will be sending 

$1,000.00 to Puerto Rico for disaster relief ($655.00 of which was 

donations received).  They received $685.00 in donations for 

Fellowship Cup.  They will help WACO with milk purchases and 

Winfield Mt. Union with PE clothes.  It was reported that Fellowship 

Cup’s Bridges Out of Poverty will be holding a training session on 

Saturday (11/18) at Sugar Creek church.  Pastor is going to attend. 

J. Stewardship – in middle of Stewardship drive.  Going good.  

Sunday School kids continue to collect noisy offering.  Temple Talks 

were very good.  Sunday, 11/19, is Commitment Sunday.  Pastor 

reported that more Time and Talent sheets have been returned and 

only 1 or 2 were completed on-line.  It was suggested that an email be 

sent in the future with a link to the on-line form which may inspire 

more people to complete it on-line. 

K. Tanzania – Pastor reported that Gayle and him may still go to 

Tanzania in January and that 6 or so may go in July along with others 

from Gloria Dei and First Lutheran churches from Cedar Rapids.  

Pastor reported that the ones from our church who go may stay longer 

to do more work if possible. 

L. Worship and Music – reviewed minutes from 10/5 and 11/6 

meetings.  Thanksgiving Eve service on Sunday, 11/19, will be held 

at the church.  It was also reported that more banners are being 

purchased.  Next meeting will be January 2 at 7:30 p.m. 

It was moved by Lisa and seconded by Maribelle that the committee 

reports be accepted. Motion carried. 

 

IV. Bible Study.  The Council read the text for the evening which 

was Matthew 25:14-30 and Pastor led us in the discussion of the 

reading. 

 

V. Old Business. 
A. 2016-2017 Goals 

 1. Defibrillators – Stacy reported she should be hearing 

soon.  She also reported that Pattee is moving and there is currently an 

interim. 



 2. Active Shooter Training (Emergency Plan) – Wayne 

R. reported this is not progressing very fast.  Discussion was held in 

light of recent Texas shooting and surveillance cameras and locking 

all doors except one were mentioned.  Alex Peterson will ask his dad 

to give us an estimate on a surveillance camera for back porch area so 

that Mary would be able to see who is coming in and down the stairs. 

 3. Walkway Lights – Ray talked to Troy Graber and he 

will be coming to look; could possibly run a line to the timer that 

currently runs the flag lights and other lights in front of church. 

B. Landscaping.  This was talked about earlier under 

Property/Parish Improvement.  

C. Flag at Parish Hall.  Wayne W. will look into purchasing a 3 x 

5 flag to be put up and left up at Parish Hall. 

D. Silent Auction.  It was brought up that paintings that former 

members did maybe shouldn’t be on the silent auction and should be 

given to the family.  Maribelle will contact family members regarding 

these.  Ray will remove them from the silent auction. 

 

VI. New Business.  
A. EWALU Presentation.  Pastor Trish from Gloria Dei in Cedar 

Rapids who serves on the Board of Directors talked about EWALU.  

1
st
 and 2

nd
 graders can start with mini camps and there are various 

other camps based on age, etc.  Lutheran Outdoor Ministry (LOM) 

does the curriculum each year.  EWALU never turns a kid down who 

wants to attend camp as there are camperships, etc. to provide funds 

to pay for camp.  They also accept private donations and donations 

from congregations, etc.  EWALU also does day camps where they 

come to churches and counselors run it like VBS.  If interested you 

can call EWALU.  Pastor Trish also said the Camp Director and 

Program Director would come, if asked, on a Sunday and meet with 

kids and preach during church service regarding EWALU.  Pastor 

Mark will contact EWALU and invite them to come in January or 

February.  The correlation between camp counselors who become 

pastors was discussed but no firm numbers are known.  EWALU 

focuses on Faith Formation and Leadership Formation. 

B. A/C-Heat in organ room.  When Hoenig was here to look at 

organ he said there is an issue with there being no a/c or heat in organ 

room.  There is a duct there but it is covered.  Property committee will 

look into uncovering this duct and see if it still works. 

C. Smoke Detectors at Parish Hall.  There is 1 in stairway to 

basement.  Need to get more and put up.  Ray will take care of this.  



Maribelle reported that Al O. bought a small heater that they use on 

Sunday mornings in “electric room” area as it heats the area quicker 

than the furnace. 

D. Transfer Out of Jessica Diers with sons, Dalton and Drew to 

Ainsworth Community Church.  Pastor reported that this request was 

just for Jessica and sons and not David.  The transfer in of Jane Kruse 

was also mentioned. 

E. Pastor had a note from Mary regarding P.O. box issue/mail 

delivery to a mail box.  Mary reported that if mail does not have the 

P.O. box number on it that it usually gets delivered to someone else’s 

mail box down the road from the church but that person delivers the 

same to the church.  Pastor stated that our P.O. box address is a 

Swedesburg address but our street address is a Mt. Pleasant address 

which causing a lot of confusion.  It was discussed that the cost of 

obtaining a mail box and placement of the same should be obtained 

prior to next meeting and that this will be discussed further at next 

meeting. 

Adjournment and Prayer.  It was moved by Wayne R. and seconded 

by Ray that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 10:15 p.m. 

and the meeting was ended with the Council joining hands and saying 

the Lord’s Prayer in unison. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lisa Kempf, Secretary 

 

I am Swedesburg Lutheran 

Janey Lauer 
I was born and raised in Lone Tree, Iowa in a family of six. I was 

confirmed in the United Church of Christ. Our church yoked with the 

Methodist Church in Lone Tree and our new congregation voted to 

become a Presbyterian Church. When I married Jim in 1975, I joined 

his church, Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church. All three of 

our daughters were raised, confirmed, and married here. Robyn's 

family are members of the Presbyterian Church in Mt. Pleasant, 

Heidi's family are members of the Methodist Church in Ankeny. 

Taryn's family attends the Fairfield First Baptist Church. 

 

During the 40+ years I've been a member of SELC, I have served on 

many committees and have served on the Council, including as 



President of the Council. I currently serve on the Evangelism 

Committee. 

 

Two Bible verses I attempt to follow daily are: 

Micah 6:8 And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

Psalm 118:24 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and 

be glad in it. 

 

I am Swedesburg Lutheran 

Johanna Crawford 
My family: Mom and Dad were typical farmers in Henry Co Iowa, on 

the farm started by our great grandparents in the 1870s as immigrants 

from Sweden. I have 2 sisters; all 3 of us were baptized and 

confirmed in this congregation.   

 

As a teen, several members of our youth group attended summer 

camp near Story City one summer, which I enjoyed very much; I then 

worked at Lutheran Lakeside Camp, East Okoboji and another camp 

in Indiana. I think it is unfortunate that kids are so busy today with 

sports & jobs that it’s hard to interest them in taking off a week for 

church camp. We also were blessed to take a group trip to a national 

youth convention in San Antonio. We celebrated New Year’s Eve in 

church that year! I give thanks to the support of our congregation for 

encouraging us to participate. 

 

I left this home church temporarily to attend college at Grand View in 

Des Moines, and at University of Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls. While 

in college, I stayed connected to my faith, but at a minimal level, 

because I struggled to do all the required reading and to succeed with 

part-time work, full-time papers and tests. Time issues and new 

friends can be a temptation at this stage. Still, my faith stayed with 

me, and I am very thankful. 

 

After graduation, I began teaching. First, I taught French at New 

London, then Spanish also at New London. I think my purpose in life 

at that time was to help people learn; I have enjoyed teaching. 

 

New London School hired a new teacher for their Industrial Arts 

department. He and I were married at Swedesburg Evangelical 



Lutheran Church. We have two daughters who were raised in this 

congregation. Lanny became a member when they were Sunday 

School age. I taught Sunday School classes, Vacation Bible School, 

and participated in Christian Ed committee as well as Church Council. 

At that time, my focus was teaching and raising our family in the 

congregation. 

I feel certain that God has been at work in my life in many ways that I 

was not aware of at the time. One time was when my grandfather 

died. We were a 3 generation family. I was 8 or 9, and slept in the 

bedroom next to our grandparents. During the night, I woke to hear 

him calling loudly, “Lord, take me home!” “Please, Lord, please take 

me home!” Clearly, he was not afraid of death, because he wanted to 

go home to heaven. Next summer in VBS we did a craft project with a 

Bible verse. My choice was “Blessed are those who mourn, for they 

shall be comforted.” 

 

Another time was not a specific date, but a time period of many 

months and years. Lanny had 3 surgeries, a year of physical rehab, 

and finally back to work at the shop classes at New London High 

School. Then lab tests showed an infection, and required that both 

artificial joints must be removed. More rehab, more surgeries, more 

rehab. Through it all, this congregation named him in prayers. Other 

Christians in other churches near and far were also praying for him. 

Many were people we had never met, but were “friends of a friend” 

who requested prayer for our family. I feel that God determined the 

4th and 5th hips should be free of infection, because they were 

successful. I feel that God was at work, through the power of prayer, 

on-going prayers of many people.   

 

At present, I tutor new Iowans who want to improve their 

communication skills in English. I enjoy volunteering with 

Fellowship Cup and especially our church work with Social Ministry 

committee, because these are opportunities to be helpful, especially 

for those who are struggling in various ways. I believe that God loves 

all his children, and that he expects me to show his love to others 

however I can. 

 

Church Choir Schedule 
 

Be sure to check the online calendar or the weekly bulletins for the 

schedule of Choir performances. 



Soup Supper 
There will be a Soup Supper on Tuesday, January 9 serving from 5-7 

p.m. at the Parish Hall. The Evangelism Committee and Luther 

League will help sponsor this event. A freewill donation will be 

received. Come enjoy the food, fellowship and prizes. 

Sunday School- Digging In to the Life of Jesus! 
 

We are wrapping our last set of lessons that “dig in” to the life of 

Jesus.  We will be jumping around a bit for the first 

few weeks, covering part of Jesus’ life that we haven’t 

covered yet.  Then, starting with Lent, we are going to 

dig deep into Jesus’ death and resurrection, spending 

ten Sundays covering Palm Sunday to the Ascension.  

We have several exciting lessons planned for January & February: 

 January 7
th

 – Parable of the Farmer & Seed 

 Key point: Jesus grows us 

 January 14
th

 – Jesus Meets Zacchaeus 

 Key point: Jesus Changes Us 

 January 21
st
  – Jesus Eases John’s Doubt 

 Key point: Jesus is the Messiah 

 January 28
th

 – Jesus Restores a Girl to Life 

 Key point: Jesus has Power over Sickness & Death 

 February 4
th

  – Jesus Walks on Water 

 Key point: Jesus Calms Our Fears 

 February 11
th

  –VALENTINES SERVICE PROJECT 

 February 18
th

  – First Sunday of Lent- Jesus’s Triumpant Entry 

 Key point: Jesus is King 

 February 25
th

  – Second Sunday of Lent – The Plot to Kill Jesus 

 Key point: Jesus Knows what it is like to be Hurt 

REMEMBER – We are starting 15 minutes earlier to accommodate 

families with confirmation students. An adult will be at the church at 

8:30 a.m. and Sunday School will start at 8:45 a.m. 

 

Sunday School is open to any children from preschool (age 3) to 6
th

 

grade and friends are always welcome! Extra hands and supplies are 

always welcome, too. Please contact Emily Kann if you are interested 

in helping support the Sunday School programs. 

 



Worship & Music 
Shown below is our weekly attendance and offerings: 

November 26 104 December 3 113 

December 10 106 December 17 147 

 

The general offerings by week are shown: 

November 26  $2,297 December 3 $3,616 

December 10 $1,791 December 17 $31,591 

 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Women’s Bible Study meets at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, in the 

church lower level. All women are invited to join. 

 

 

Annual Meeting Notice 
The Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church will meet for our 

annual meeting on Sunday, January 28, 2018 after Worship. There 

will be a potluck in the Parish Hall prior to the annual meeting, which 

will begin immediately after the lunch. 

Please remember that Confirmed members need to have communed 

and have a contribution on record by the end of 2017 in order to vote 

at this annual meeting. 

 

 

Audit Committee 
The audit committee is requesting all treasurers’ reports (WELCA, 

Churchmen, Luther League, and Memorial Secretary) to be turned in 

to the church office by January 10
th

. 

 

 

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
The Swedesburg WELCA will begin their sewing at the Parish Hall in 

January. Everyone is invited to join in. They will begin on 

Wednesday, January 10, 2018 at 9 a.m. There will be a potluck lunch 

at noon. 

 

Thank you to the people who contributed to the Thankoffering. Your 

donations are greatly appreciated. 



 

 
 

Children’s Christmas Program 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  



Souper Bowl of Caring 
We will have soup pots at the church doors on Souper Bowl of Caring 

Sunday, February 4. We will join people in churches across the 

country to collect money and cans of soup for those who are hungry 

and hurting. All of the money and food collected will be donated to 

The Fellowship Cup – none of the money is sent to the Souper Bowl 

of Caring headquarters. Please support our church in this effort to 

“love our neighbors” by bringing your cans of soup and/or dollar(s) in 

the soup pot on February 4. 

 
Young Adult Group 

The Young Adult Group will meet on Sunday, January 21. We will 

have lunch at the Parish Hall, followed by Bible Study and games. 

Please read chapter 4 of the James study book. Extra books are still 

available in the narthex. Bring your favorite games for the kids to play 

during our Bible study. 

 

Altar Guild 
The Altar Guild would like to thank everyone who bought poinsettias 

to beautify the altar during the Advent season. You may now take 

your poinsettia home.  

 

Be sure to sign up in the narthex to provide flowers during a Worship 

service in 2018. If you would like to provide flowers on a certain date 

in 2018 contact the church office at 319-254-2216 to see if that date is 

available. Mary will be glad to fill your name in on the chart for your 

special date. 

 

Blood Drive 
The results of the blood drives that have been held in the Swedesburg 

area (April 24 was in Olds) through September have provided 57 units 

and impacted 228 lives! Thank you for donating during 2017.  

 

Keep these dates available for 2018 blood donation: February 20, 

April 17 in Olds, July 10, September 25 and December 28. The Parish 

Hall will be the location of these with the exception of the April date. 

  



Radio Sponsorship 
Our radio sponsors for January: 

  7 Arvid & Joan Anderson 

14 Arvid & Joan Anderson 

21 Bill & Marge Tolander 

28 WELCA (Women of the ELCA) 
 

Thank you for sponsoring the radio broadcast. Opportunities remain 

to sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. One 

sponsor family per week may be sponsored at $50 or two families can 

co-sponsor one week at $25 each. Please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex (entryway). 

 

If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

 

Our entire hourly weekly worship service may be listened to on the 

church website: www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “weekly 

worship services” and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on 

the weekly service you wish to listen to. Only a couple of month’s 

recordings are kept on this site at one time. 

 

Each month’s church newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. If you move or would like to have 

someone added or taken off our mailing list just contact the church 

office. 

 

You may find the church calendar on the church website. Changes are 

made to it as they occur. Check out our website!  

 

  

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


Smorgasbord 
Thank you over and over and over again! Not just for the hours of 

volunteer work, but also for the positive comments reinforcing the 

value for continuance of this worthwhile event that has served so 

many in need for the past 76 now 77 years, the annual Swedesburg 

Smörgåsbord. A special thanks to all the volunteers, I wish there were 

some way to express my appreciation to each of you individually, but 

I fear I might overlook someone, so I hope this note will reach you all 

and convey my profound gratitude. You all deserve a “well done”.  

Ruth M. Meth 

 

    

  
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



  
 
 
 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

Raising our Voice for Iowa Children and Families 

Lutheran Day on the Hill 
Families living in poverty. Iowa children in need of a forever family. 

Former refugees building new lives. These kinds of issues are rarely 

the center of attention at the Iowa State Capitol. Let’s change that! 

 

Please consider joining Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) and the three 

Iowa synods of the ELCA for Lutheran Day on the Hill, an annual 

day of advocacy in Des Moines to uplift the needs of our neighbors. 

The event will be held on Thursday, February 8. Visit 

www.LSIowa.org/advocacy next month for event details, online 

registration, and an online toolkit for your congregation. 

 

If you are new to advocacy, come learn more about the legislative 

process and your role as a citizen. If you’ve attended before, join us 

http://www.lsiowa.org/advocacy
http://lsiowa.org/


again. We hope this year’s schedule will also allow you more 

opportunities to connect with legislators. If you would like more 

information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s director of 

philanthropy and church relations, at 563-676-2065 or 

Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 

 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran 

Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 

religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, 

and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 

www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

Friendly Competition 
When the time came to take their U.S. Citizenship Exam, Bhakti and 

Chhali felt overwhelmed.  

 

Originally from Bhutan, the couple moved to Des Moines from a 

refugee camp in Nepal. Since then, they have been busy improving 

their English and settling into their new home.  They both worked 

seven days a week and struggled to find time to study for their exam.  

 

LSI’s Refugee Community Services were there to help. LSI provides 

English as a Second Language (ESL) classes, and Bhakti and Chhali 

studied hard in class to prepare for the writing and reading component 

of their exam. They supported and competed with each other, pushing 

themselves to succeed.  

 

Their work paid off, and Bhakti and Chhali recently passed their 

exam and are now U.S. Citizens. 

 

“We appreciate the help our LSI volunteers gave us on the Citizenship 

Exam,” Bhakti says. “They are so committed to seeing us meet our 

goals.”  

 

Thank you for empowering your Iowa neighbors. We couldn’t do this 

important work without you! 

  

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


Thank you’s 
SELC: Thank you so much for your generous donations during the 

Rally Sunday luncheon! College is very expensive and your donations 

help more than you know. I really appreciate your continual support 

and encouragement during my time in college and I want to thank you 

for everything you do for me.      With sincere gratitude, Laura Hult 

  

Hello friends and family: Thank you all for your monetary gift. It 

brightened my day to find your letter in the mail. It does one good to 

know that friends and family at home are supporting me in my studies 

and in my fellowship. I am greatly appreciative of your gift and I 

hope to see you all soon.                       

Sincerely, Alexander Sandeen 

  
Dear Church Family: Thank you for supporting me as I further my 

education. I have enjoyed my first semester at Iowa State as I pursue a 

degree in mechanical engineering. I am looking forward to continuing 

my education and learning even more next semester. Thank you, 

Nick Sandeen 

Dear Friends of Swedesburg Church: I do appreciate all you have sent 

me the last 4 years. I will graduate in May from UNI and plan to go 

on to graduate school. The money you have sent always helps. 

Thanks, Tylar Swanson 

 

Dear Swedesburg Lutheran Church: On Behalf of Empowering Lives 

International (ELI), and the thousands of men, women, and children 

who are impacted through our ministry, I was to personally thank you 

for your recent donation towards ELI’s Tanzania Ministry to dig wells 

and provide clean water to local children and their communities.  

 

ELI was found in 1994, with the vision of making a difference among 

the needy and spiritually lost in Africa. Through our holistic approach 

to ministry, we engage in projects that address spiritual, physical, and 

economic needs to empower individuals and families towards self-

sustainability, while teaching them about the love of God. As a 

member of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability 

(ECFA), we strive to maintain the highest level of integrity when it 

comes to our finances and the donations you have so gratefully 

entrusted us.  

 



We continue to maintain our commitment that 80% of all donations 

go directly toward our ministries in Africa. This is not only a standard 

benchmark for much larger non-profit organizations, but an amazing 

accomplishment for a small non-profit, such as ELI. 

 

Thank you again for your financial partnership and for joining with us 

to empower East and Central Africa. It is because of your faithfulness 

that families are escaping the clutches of poverty and entering into a 

lifelong relationship with Jesus.   Together we are empowering lives,  

Don Rogers, 

 Founder & International Director 

(VBS donations) 

 

Dear Friends at Swedesburg Lutheran Church: Ronald McDonald 

House Charities of Eastern Iowa and Western Illinois is thankful for 

the recent donation of $500! Keeping families together when their 

child needs medical care happens because of donors like you. Every 

day we serve families through our core programs: the Ronald 

McDonald House of Iowa City, The Ronald McDonald Family Room 

at St. Luke’s Hospital, and the Ronald McDonald Family Room at 

University of Iowa Stead Family Children’s Hospital.  

 

It is because of thoughtful and dedicated support of community 

members like you that RMHC-EIWI is able to give families the 

ability to spend more time with their sick child, to interact with their 

doctors, and to make important decisions about their children’s care.  

 

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Eastern Iowa and Western 

Illinois operates without the use of any tax dollars, relying 100% of 

provide gifts. No family is ever turned away for an inability to 

contribute toward their stay. In fact, over 68% of our families cannot 

contribute anything toward their stay.                                      

Sincerely, Heather Croskrey, 

Director of Development 

 

Connie, Nathanael, Lydia, and I would like to thank you for all of 

your kindness shown to us at Christmas, and throughout the year! We 

appreciate all of the cards, food, gifts, and other expressions of your 

Christian love and care. We are blessed and so grateful to be a part of 

your community of faith.                                                   

Pastor Mark 



We would like to thank all those who sent cards and memorials for 

my mother. Your thoughts and prayers were greatly appreciated. 

Glenn & Lynn Graf 

 

Dear Loving Congregation: 

Thank you for the money! It’s helping to maintain my grades through 

an online study resource. 

Thanks again, 

Ben Rauenbuehler 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  



January Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday: 

  2 Hannah Anderson 

  3 Renee Ridinger 

  4 Lynn Graf 

 Joni Manske 

 Hannah Applegate 

  5 Susan Hult  

  7 Jaci Peterson 

10 Peggy Grothe

 Mike Lund 

 Jean Molander 

11 Tara Mullin 

12 Dawn Bodenham 

13 Kristofer Hult 

 Aurora Hummell 

 Rylee Merrifield 

16 Jennifer Ehrlich 

17 Gwen Richardson 

 Derek Rodgers 

 

 

 

20 Dennis Anderson 

 Suzanne Hult 

21 John Bodenham 

22 Ellie Caboth 

 Jeff Olson 

24 Aani Bourassa 

 Lori Daniel 

 Maverick Kerr 

26 Jackie Brawner 

 Cyndthia Schrader 

27 Charlie Frary 

 Megan Jacobson 

28 Malcolm Alvine 

30 Tom Miller 

 Marvin Johanson 

31 Bob McClure 

 Brittan Ostby 

 Melanie Simpson 

 Beth Wells 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 

  4 Tom and Karen Wenstrand 

11 Dan and Lori Hanze 

25 Jim and Janey Lauer 
 

 

Please help the church office update their records by submitting any birthday, 

anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.  



 

We continue to pray for all our church members throughout the year. 

Each week we will pray for about five church families. Please pray 

in January for: 

 

 

 

January 7: 

Carl & Janet Alvine 

Karen Alvine 

Kent Alvine 

Kurt Alvine 

Malcolm & Glenda Alvine 
 

January 14: 

Arvid & Joan Anderson 

Dennis & Janet Anderson 

Gary & Sally Anderson 

Kim Anderson, Aaron, Hannah, Hayley, Madecyn  

 and Hunter 

Richard & Jean Anderson 
 

January 21: 

Mathew & Mirra Anson, Lena and Olivia  

Luke & Heather Applegate, Kayleigh and Hannah 

Joe & Bounmy Baccam 

Roger & Marjorie Beckman and Anna 

Dane & Karina Beichter and Grace 
 

January 28: 

Dustin & Kari Beichter, Khloe and Norah 

Eldon & Lennis Beichter 

Bradley Benson 

Marc & Carmen Benson, Cole and Katie 

Mary Benson 

 



 

PRAY FOR: 
 the family of Tylar Swanson upon the death of her father, David 

Pickering on December 4, 2017. 

 

 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  

 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  

 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 

 

BIRTHS 
 James Charles Johnson was born to Joe and Rachel Brawner. 

Grandparents are Mike and Jackie Brawner. 

 

 Deegan Ray Peter was born November 29
th

 to Heidi and Neal 

Peter. Grandparents are Jim & Janey Lauer. 

 

 Anderson Cole Walston was born November 29
th.

 His 

grandparents are Ed & Leanne Anderson, Nashua and Great 

Grandparents Arvid & Joan Anderson.  

 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 to the many patrons who traveled from far away or close by to 

enjoy the delicious Swedish dishes and enjoyed our fellowship 

during our 2017 Smorgasbord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that Confirmed church members need to commune 

and have a contribution on record by the end of 2018 in order to be 

eligible to vote at the next annual meeting. By signing your name on 

the friendship pad, you confirm that you have communed during that 

worship service.  
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